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Through the waters of Baptism, people enter into a relationship with God, who asks that his love be shared.

An Invitation to a Life of Plenty
Ronald Patrick Raab
Thus says the Lord:
All who are thirsty,
come to the water!
You who have no money,
come, receive grain and eat;
come, without paying and without cost,
drink wine and milk!
Why spend your money for what is not bread;
your wages for what fails to satisfy?
Heed me, and you shall eat well,
you shall delight in rich fare.
Come to me heedfully,
listen, that you may have life.
I will renew with you the everlasting covenant,
the benefits assured to David.
— Isaiah 55:1 (excerpt from First Reading, Eighteenth
Sunday in Ordinary Time)
On the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, the reading from
Isaiah illustrates the bountiful love of God through the invitation “Come to the water!” God’s beckoning shows his desire for
his people. He wants them to receive all that they need and
more. He calls his people to a feast of plenty, a banquet that is
offered “without cost.”

A LOVE THAT OVERFLOWS

God’s desire to nurture us is revealed in our sacred liturgy.
There, God pours out love through the feast of Word and sacrament. As we listen to the Word of God, we hear of the Lord’s
faithfulness; as we eat and drink of the Body and Blood of
Christ, we partake in sacrificial love. When the faithful are commissioned, “Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord,” they
leave the church to bring the love of God that they have received
to their families and communities. Such is the bountiful love of
God that it overflows from Word and sacrament to the world.
As liturgists, we help the faithful realize God’s rich and
merciful love. In Isaiah, God invites his people to come to a banquet “without paying.” All are welcome to this feast, for the Lord
proclaims, “You who have no money, / come, receive grain and
eat.” God still issues that invitation today. Our part is to prepare
the liturgy in our parishes so that the faithful feel nourished
from the proclamation of the readings and their reception of the
Eucharist. Through our preparations, we enter into the unfolding of God’s desire to show his love and fidelity to his people.
Theses words from the Book of Isaiah provide a means for
reflection on our work in preparing the liturgy as preachers,
musicians, readers, and ministers of the Eucharist. It is good to
step back from our routines to contemplate the mystery of God’s
bountiful love. To minister as people called by God, time needs
to be spent pondering God’s invitation to the banquet. Reflecting
on Isaiah, we realize that God invites us in the liturgy to receive
more than enough.
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From the love encountered in the liturgy, the homily is
crafted, music is chosen, and hospitality needs are determined.
As this is done, all whom the parish serves are kept in mind,
including people who do not have a home, people who struggle
with alcohol and substance addiction, and families who are
divided because of these struggles. Having contemplated God’s
invitation to come “without cost,” those who prepare the liturgy
may be more welcoming toward all who approach the church
steps. Our desire as pastoral ministers is to join the Lord in
inviting people to “drink wine and milk.” As God’s love is persistent and overflowing, so should ours be.

AN OFFER OF HOPE

“All who are thirsty, / come to the water!” God constantly calls
us back to the beginning, the time when we were birthed in the
waters of Baptism. Our lives grow in holiness as we assume our
identity as “children of God” (Order of Baptism of Children
[OBC], 68). From the wellspring of grace, the Christian’s relationship with one another and Christ grows. For liturgists, this
invitation to come to the water is not only a reminder that we
belong to God but that holiness and generosity are to spring
forth from the font of our lives.
Upon first hearing the text from Isaiah, physical thirst
may come to mind. As a preacher, I get really thirsty. On many
Sundays, dry mouth is my norm. I suspect that the dryness
comes from my own desert. It stems from my inability to find
stable prayer. Dryness comes from my unwillingness to truly
surrender to God and from a fear of allowing God to speak
through me. My lips are parched because it is difficult to speak
the truths that come from our faith when the Gospel intersects
with political actions or military efforts. Sometimes my dryness
comes from my desire to be liked. Healing is required for appropriate choices in my words and speech so that captives may be
freed and the fragile may find shelter.
To remedy such dryness, I turn to God’s invitation to the
thirsty. Here, I find my heart’s desire and my soul’s consolation.
When I can get past my ego, I discover the tenderness of God,
the healing presence of love, the hope for people in our assembly
and for myself. With the image of God inviting me to the water,
I open myself to God’s desire to touch my tongue to bring forth
words of integrity and peace. Being thirsty is not just a physical
sensation or reality; it is a way for God to offer hope within me.

A PLACE OF BELONGING

Thirsts of the soul are greater than physical ones. A thirst for
integrity arises when a muddying of the truth wearies people.
Refreshment is sought when hatred grows out of fear. A thirst
for recognition grows when gifts are not valued. A longing to be
satiated grows when no one hears the truth that is spoken.
Parents thirst when a child is arrested or discounted. Thirst is as
universal as God’s invitation to come to the water.
Called to come to the water, we ponder the mystery of our
Baptism. Before the waters of Baptism, we were signed with the
cross of Christ, who throughout our life grants mercy and salvation. This is the sacrament of our belonging. At these waters, the
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Church prayed that we would be led to the “joys of the heavenly
Kingdom” (OBC, 47). As the reading from Isaiah states, “Come
to me heedfully, / listen that you may have life.” These waters
assure belonging. The invitation leads the children of God to live
with purpose in the world. No matter our gifts, our talents, or
our vocation, Baptism claims us first. It brings us into union
with God and to the universal Church.
As the world changes rapidly, the temporal nature of our
surroundings is evident. Our Baptism, however, is permanent, as
is the faithfulness of God. The promise of abundant life will not
be taken. As liturgists, we need to help the faithful deepen their
understanding of the Sacrament of Baptism so that they may draw
hope from the new life they have received. They need to comprehend that they who have been “buried with Christ / by Baptism
into death / may rise again to life with him” (OBC, 54). Baptism
brings a person into membership in the Church and in Christ. As
part of that membership, they are to “walk always as children of
the light” (OBC, 64). Enlightened by Christ, the Christian is called
to work for justice in the world, to help others “eat well.” These
waters break as birthing waters to call us into the world to work
for justice and to not be satisfied until needs are met.
Blessing ourselves with water from the baptismal font,
our Baptism is recalled. At Baptism, we are anointed with
chrism to “remain members of Christ, Priest, Prophet and King”
(OBC, 62). The Christian belongs, even when discouraged by
sin. No matter their struggles or failures, Christians can call
upon God as Father, for they have been “baptized in Christ”
(OBC, 67). This Baptism was into the passion, death, and
Resurrection of Christ, the Paschal Mystery.
During the Mass, we unite our sacrifice with the sacrifice
of Jesus. During that first sacrifice on the cross, blood and water
poured from Jesus’ side. That water comes to mind in the contemplation of the words in the text from Isaiah. Through that
blood and water that led to our redemption, God invites us to a
banquet. At the Eucharist, we are united with other members of
the Body of Christ and nurtured with the Body that we eat and
the Blood that we drink. No matter what has befallen us, we are
called home to this banquet.
Within my own prayer, I often find my home at the base of
the cross. In my life and ministry, I ache to feel comfort from the
flow of water and blood through the cross that saved. The water
from the crucified Jesus refreshes and sustains. Through that
water, mercy f lows. Sins are washed away, and forgiveness
renews the soul. From that water, strength is found when faith is
lukewarm. At the cross, I sense my belonging to God. There, in
his love, my thirst is sated. There, I embrace the invitation to
“come to the water.”
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